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             Celebrating our Leaders in Giving 

ConocoPhillips 4th Street 
Clubhouse was the site for 
United Way of Ponca Cityôs 
69th annual meeting.   
Almost 90 guests came to 
celebrate the accomplish-
ments of United Way and the 
community.  Awards were 
given to campaign cabinet, 
loaned executives and retiring 
board and allocation  
members. A special award was 
given to West Middle School 
for a percentage increase of 
448%, Ponca City Public 
Schools for tripling their  
giving in the last 5 years and 
Evans and Associates for an 
increase of 62% over last 
yearôs employee giving.  
Rhonda Stolhand, United 
Way board president gave 
invitees a snapshot of what 

United Way has accomplished 
this past year through its  
sponsored programs and  
partnerships. Janice Myers, 2007 
Campaign chair reported that 
the goal for 2007-2008 was 
$760,000. The pioneer spirit of 
Oklahoma was alive and well at 
United Way as hundreds of 
volunteers asked their fellow 
citizens to invest in UW and its 
member agencies. With a great 
volunteer team and a caring 
community, we officially ended  
campaign at $771,919.  
Janice Myers, who led this yearôs 
campaign, has moved into the 
presidency for 2008.  Jeff 
Cowan from RCB Bank will be 
the 1st Vice President and chair 
of the 2008 campaign.  Jeff 
served as the 2nd Vice President 
and Asst. Campaign Chair last 

year. Also serving as a loaned 
executive with Evans and 
Associates, ONG and Bank 
of the West.  Mark Detten 
with Eastman National Bank 
will move from the board of 
directors to the executive 
committee as 2nd Vice  
President and Asst  
Campaign chair.  Dr. Doug 
Major, Pioneer Technology 
Center begins a three year 
term as Treasurer, and Kristi 
Hayes, Ponca City News 
takes on the role as Public 
Relations chairman.  Donna 
Trewitt continues as chair-
person of the Admissions 
and Allocation Committee.  
Rhonda Stolhand from  
Stolhand Heating and Air 
remains on the executive 
committee as past president. 

In 2002 the Board of  
Directors of United Way of 
Ponca City established the 
leadership giving program 
called the United Way Key 
Club.   

Since 2002 Key Club has 
grown from 114 members to 
172 members in 2007.  
Members donated $152,381 
an increase of $10,859 over 
last year. This was the sixth 

year for the Key Club and 
once again exceeded the 
expectations of the Board.  

Individuals who give $500  
or more are committed to  
enhance our community, 

providing individuals  
and families the help to  
improve their over-all well 
being. We have used your 
money wisely this past year 
and will continue to do so. 
 
Thank you for your  
caring commitment,  
foresight and financial  
assistance to help others 
across our community. 

You hold the ñKeyò to a successful community! 

2008 United Way Annual Meeting 
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òLeadership Givers are ordinary people who do extraordinary thingsó 

Leadership Giving  
Levels 

 
Key Club 

 
Bronze $500-$999 

 
Silver $1000-1999 

 
Gold $2000 and up 

 
(Spouses may combine gifts 
to qualify for leadership) 

Rhonda Stolhand presents  
collage to Janice Myers for  
serving as 2007 Campaign Chair 
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Rhonda Stolhand had the 
honor of presenting  
Barbara and Jesse Manering 
with the first ever  
Philanthropist of the Year 
Award at the United Way 
Annual Meeting. In 2007 
United Way received an 
incredible gift from Barbara 
and Jesse Manering of 
$100,000 to fund the  
United Way of Ponca City  
Endowment.  It shows that  
contributors like Jesse and 
Barbara Manering are  
committed to the long term 
well-being of our  
community and want to 

ensure the long term  
success of United Way of 
Ponca City, its member 
agencies, and ultimately 
those they serve.  
Most importantly, this gift 
shows they have confidence 
in United Wayôs long track 
record of good stewardship 
and accountability for the 
funds they receive. 

Each year, a percentage of  
Barbara and Jesse  
Manering Endowment 
Fund will be available for 
grants to any community 
non-profit who meets the 
criteria.  

Their willingness to  
publicize their gift has 
been an impetus for  
discussions with new  
prospective endowment 
donors, and receipt of  
another small endowment                    
check. 
 
 

now covered by five 2-1-1 call 
centers in the state.  2-1-1 of 
North Central Oklahoma will 
be available in Ponca City on 
April 1, 2008.   

The Community Development 
Support Association in Enid 
received start up funds through 
the 2-1-1 state collaborative from 
DHS in September.  They will 
be the lead agency and house 
the call center for the six  
counties.  When Helpline closed 

2-1-1 is coming to Ponca 
Cityé.2-1-1 is an easy to 
remember, three digit, free 
24-hour telephone number 
that connects people with 
important community  
services and volunteer  
opportunities.   Itôs the 9-1-1 
for social services.  United 
Way of Ponca City has been 
working on 2-1-1 at the state 
level for 6 years.  57 of 77 
counties in Oklahoma are 

its doors in December 2006, 
United Way took over the 
Helpline phone answering 
information and referral 
calls during business  
hours- Monday through  
Friday.  Sharon Bruce, a 
Title V worker with our 
United Way, answers those 
calls and is the data entry 
person for the North  
Central Oklahoma 2-1-1 call 
center.  

preparation for low income 
families and individuals in 
Ponca City that qualify.  
Volunteer Income Tax  
Assistance sites will be set up 
to help with tax preparation. 
Community volunteers  
have been recruited and 
trained by the IRS to start 
preparing tax returns at no 

cost.  
If you know someone that 
would benefit from this free 
service have them call 
580.765.9022 or email 
uweitc1@cableone.net to 
set up an appointment. 

 
Sponsored by: United Way of 
Ponca City and AmeriCorps 

Thereôs a new program thatôs 
just beginning this month. As 
an avenue towards financial 
independence for those living 
in poverty, the HMIS  
program has recruited an  
AmeriCorps member to  
promote the Earned Income 
Tax Credit (EITC) and  
coordinate free tax  

ñFree Tax preparation 

for low income 

individuals and 

familiesò 

Volunteer Income Tax Program goes live... 

211 is coming to Ponca City... 

Barbara and Jesse Manering Receive Philanthropist  
of the Year Award at Annual Meeting 

Jesse and Barbara Manering  
receiving award from 2007  
President, Rhonda Stolhand 

Endowment Board of  
Trustees 

 
Larry Bittman 
Charles Casey 
Terri Hadley 
Derrin Hiatt  
Scott Jackson 

Dr. Doug Major 
Janice Myers 

North Central Oklahoma  
2-1-1 committee prepares for 
April 1st launch.  



Page 3  

Leadership Gazette  

AmeriCorps director, Ruslyn  
Hermanson has been the director  
since its beginning in 1997.   
AmeriCorps currently supports 24 
members at 16 sites including 
schools, tribes, and non-profit  
agencies in Kay, Noble and Osage 
Counties.  Members not only work 
at their individual sites but work as 
a team for national days of service 
and other community projects 
throughout the year.  Some of last 
years projects include, Ponca City 
Head Start, Bike Rodeo and Safety 
Fair, partnered with Kay County 
DHS on the Kay County Food  
Initiative and participation in the 
Elders Food Drive at the Ponca 
Tribe. 

United Way sponsors 3 grant programsé. 

Responding to Crisis and  
Achieving Stability 
 

American Red Cross 
 216 E. Grand, 765.6605 

Domestic Violence Program 
    P.O. Box 85, 762.2873 

New Emergency Resource 
Agency 

 500 N. 1st, 765.5372 
Peachtree Landing            

    105 W. Hazel, 762.3208 
The Salvation Army 

 601 S. 3rd, 762.7501 
  

Supporting Older Adults and 
Promoting Health 
 

Arthritis Foundation 
 1.800.627.5486 

Golden Villa Adult Day Services 
 1722 N. 4th Suite B, 762.0264  

Retired and Senior Volunteer 
Program 

 205 W. Hartford, Ste. 100,  
 762.9412 

Strengthening Families/
Nurturing Children & Youth  
 

Child Development Center 
344 S. Elm, 765.7532  
Cimarron Council Boy Scouts of 
America  1.866.67SCOUT 

 P.O. Box 3146, Enid 73702 
Girl Scouts-Bluestem  

 811 E. Grand, 762.9616 
Northern OK. Youth Services 

 2203 N. Ash, 762.8341 
YMCA 

 7th and Grand, 765.5417 
 

United Way Member Agenciesé. 

Ponca City received their 
first check of $76.79. Itôs 
simple and doesnôt cost 
you a penny.  Go to 
www.GoodSearch.com  

and enter United Way of 
Ponca City as the charity 
you want to support.  

Just 500 of us searching 
four times a day will raise 

Have you ever said, ñIf I 
had a penny for every 
time Iéò Yes, we all have!  
And it came true for 
United Way of Ponca 
City. Thanks to those  
who used   

 
as their internet search  

engine, United Way of 

about $7300 in one year. 
Thank you for using 
GoodSearch!  

 

 

United Way partners with ééééééé. 

Spread the word 

about  

GoodSearch and 

GoodShop!  

Together, 
weôre building 

 a stronger, 
healthier, and  

more 
compassionate  
community. 

The Homeless Management 
Information System is directed 
by Melisa Brumley.  This program 
is funded through the North 
Central OK Continuum of Care 
from the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  This 
web based database provides  
information about clients and 
services who are or have been 
homeless.  The HMIS has the 
potential to link many social  
service agencies to ensure all  
clients are being served and avoid 
duplication of services.  This will 
also help ensure your donated 
dollars are spent wisely and  
efficiently.  

Success By 6/Smart Start Kay 
County program is led by  
Community Coordinator Lilly 
Freeman. We are part of a statewide 
initiative called Smart Start that  
supports families as they raise  
children who are safe, healthy and 
ready to succeed in school.  This  
program provides a place for families 
with children birth to 6 to receive 
resources, referrals, parenting  
materials, and early childhood  
information.  They have spearheaded  
programs for vision and dental 
screenings, mental health and  
character building for the very young, 
reading programs for young children, 
just to name a few. Itôs housed at the 
Kay County Health Dept. at no cost.  

Audrey Allen 
ConocoPhillips 
 
*Shelly Arrott 
Union Elementary 
 
*Dave Bishop 
ConocoPhillips 
 
Denise C. Brown 
ConocoPhillips 
 
*Heather Cannon 
Cannon Honda 
 
*Jodi Cline 
Edward Jones 
 
*Jim Cochran 
Ponca Plaza, Ltd. 
 
*Court Davis 
First National Bank of OK 
 
Joe DeNoya 
Pemberton Chevrolet 
 
Rick Hughes 
Victory Worship Center 

PRESIDENT 
Janice Myers 
Poncan Theatre 
 
1ST VICE PRES/CAMPAIGN CHAIR 
Jeff Cowan 
RCB Bank/Pioneer 
 
2ND VICE PRES/ASST. CAMPAIGN CHAIR 
Mark Detten 
Eastman National Bank 
 
ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE CHAIR 
Donna Trewitt 
Pioneer Equipment Rental 
 
TREASURER 
Dr. Doug Major 
Pioneer Technology Center 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRPERSON 
*Kristi Hayes 
Ponca City News 
 
PAST PRESIDENT 
Rhonda Stolhand 
Stolhand Heating and Air 
 
 

*Sandy James 
OSU-UML 
 
Anthony KillsCrow 
RCB Bank/Pioneer 
 
Steve Linville 
Eastman National Bank 
 
Sarah Pearson 
Tyson Foods 
 
*Keni Ray 
Home National Bank 
 
Gary Spears 
United Parcel Service (UPS) 
 
*Jeanne Stara 
Ponca City Medical Center 
 
*Mike Swinehart 
Pioneer Technology Center 
 
Margie Tebow 
City of Ponca City 
 
Lisa Thorstenberg 
Mertz Manufacturing 
 
*New Members in 2008 

2008 United Way Board Members 

Weõre on the web! 

www.unitedwayponcacity.org  

 

U NITED  W AY OF  
PONCA  CITY  
205 N. 2ND  

Ponca City, OK. 74601 
 

Phone: 580.765.2476 
Fax: 580.765.8369 

E-mail: 
uwcampaign@cableone.net 

Front Row: Jeff Cowan, Audrey Allen, Donna Trewitt, Janice Myers, Rhonda Stolhand, 
Shelly Arrott  
Back Row: Jeanne Stara, Dave Bishop, Sarah Pearson, Mike Swinehart, Doug Major, Joe 
DeNoya, Keni Ray, Mark Detten 


